New UVA Study on Virginia Immigrant Demographics

A UVA Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service study (July 2008) found that immigrants account for one-fourth of Virginia's population growth since 2000.  In 2006, the top five countries of birth for Virginia's foreign-born were El Salvador, Mexico, Korea, the Philippines and India. With 9% of its population, Harrisonburg has the second highest percentage of foreign-born residents in Virginia, followed by Charlottesville, Richmond, Virginia Beach and Winchester, all of which have 6% percent of their population foreign-born.
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University of Virginia Publication Sheds Light on Profile of 
Foreign-Born Virginia Residents

http://www.virginia.edu/uvatoday/newsRelease.php?id=5638
July 1, 2008
July 1, 2008 - As Americans celebrate the founding of our nation on Independence Day, 75 foreign-born Virginia residents, gathering with family, friends, dignitaries and visitors, will take a hard-earned oath of citizenship on the lawn at Thomas Jefferson's Monticello. Those new citizens join other foreign-born Virginians who have taken their oaths in ceremonies throughout the year from Harrisonburg to Hampton. 

Recognizing the importance of the foreign-born to Virginia, the University of Virginia's Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service released a study of all of Virginia's foreign-born residents, noting that new arrivals account for one-quarter of the commonwealth's population growth since 2000. In the second edition of "Stat Chat," a digest of facts about demographic topics of current interest, Cooper Center demographers report that one in 10 Virginians is foreign-born, and the percentage of foreign-born in Virginia has increased dramatically since 1970. In 2006, the top five countries of birth for Virginia's foreign-born were El Salvador, Mexico, Korea, Philippines and India. 

Forty-three percent of the foreign-born in Virginia have become United States citizens through the naturalization process, which requires applicants to be 18 years of age; maintain lawful residence in the United States for five consecutive years; demonstrate good moral character, English language ability and knowledge of U.S. history and government; and take an oath of allegiance to the United States. Naturalized citizens exceed the foreign-born non-citizens and their native-born counterparts in household income and educational attainment. 

Using 2006 data from the United States Census Bureau's American Community Survey, the center's demographers also found that:

Almost three-quarters of the foreign-born in Virginia are between the ages of 25 and 64, suggesting migration to Virginia for employment opportunities.

The educational attainment of the foreign-born is represented in two extremes. Overall, a larger percentage of foreign-born Virginians than their native-born counterparts has less than a high school diploma. At the same time, a larger percentage of the foreign-born has earned a bachelor's or graduate/professional degree.

Households headed by foreign-born persons have higher median incomes than those headed by their native-born counterparts.

The foreign-born population in 2006 was primarily from Latin America and Asia. In contrast, in 1900, there were few, if any Virginians from Latin America and 1 percent were from Asia.

The Washington/Arlington/Alexandria metropolitan region leads the commonwealth with one in every five residents being foreign-born (20 percent of the region's population). Harrisonburg ranks second (9 percent), followed by Charlottesville, Richmond, Virginia Beach and Winchester, all with 6 percent of the population foreign-born.

"Understanding the diversity and strengths of Virginia's foreign-born population is essential to tapping their abilities to contribute to Virginia's future," said Qian Cai, director of the Cooper Center's Demographics and Workforce section. "The profiles, potential and needs of foreign-born Virginians are changing. Thorough understanding of these trends, combined with careful planning and sound public policy, will help Virginia meet their needs and benefit from their contributions."

Other in-depth studies produced by the center's workforce and demographics section can be found in its "Numbers Count" series, including: 

"Hispanic Immigrants and Citizens in Virginia," February 2008

"Virginia Public School Enrollment Trends, 2007-2011," August 2007

"Who's Moving to Virginia," January 2007

A copy of "Stat Chat," and any of the section's publications, can be downloaded from www.coopercenter.org/demographics. 

For information, contact Qian Cai (pronounced Chien Tsai) at 434-982-5581 or by e-mail at qian.cai@virginia.edu. 

Study: N.Va. hub for immigrants

http://www.examiner.com/a-1470764~Study__N_Va__hub_for_immigrants.html?cid=rss-Washington_DC
July 2, 2008

WASHINGTON (Map, News) - One in five residents of Northern Virginia is now foreign-born, according to a study by the University of Virginia.

For the first time in commonwealth history, one in 10 Virginia residents was born outside the U.S. The overall percentage of foreign-born Virginians has doubled since 1990, according to the report by the university’s Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service. 

“Most of them are from either Latin American or Asian countries — the top five countries are El Salvador, Mexico, Korea, the Philippines, and India,” said Dr. Qian Cai, a demographics researcher in the Cooper Center. 

The trend is related to employment opportunities in the area, Cai said.

Though the median age of foreign-born people is comparable to that of U.S.-born Virginians, nearly three-quarters of the foreign-born population are concentrated in the “prime working age — 25-64,” she said.

Christine Brim, senior vice president for policy and program management at the Center for Security Policy, said the trend was positive for Northern Virginia.

“By and large, Fairfax County is an economic powerhouse built on the work of legal immigrants,” she said. “It’s a tremendously international, diverse community — it’s like New York in 1905.”

The study noted that households headed by foreign-born people have higher median incomes than those headed by American-born Virginians. 

But Ira Mehlman, media director for the Federation for American Immigration Reform, said that just because immigration is viewed positively by some “doesn’t mean it’s in the interest of the guy next door competing for a job.”

“Once you reach a point where it starts to strain local resources, it does present a problem for most people,” he said.

Mehlman added that immigration doesn’t occur in a vacuum, and can bring with it problems related to health care, education services and, in Northern Virginia, overcrowding for the native population.

Dr. Alan Kraut, professor of immigration history at American University, said there are clear precedents for the trend.

“Historically, immigrants tend to go where the jobs are,” he said. “These areas are magnets for immigrants because of jobs available in construction, home maintenance and the service sector.”

An apparent consequence of the recent influx of Latin American immigrants in particular is their linguistic isolation, the report said. 

All adults in 41 percent of their households have some limitation communicating in English, the study added.

dsherfinski@dcexaminer.com
City No. 2 In Foreign-Born 

Hispanics 13 Percent Of Harrisonburg

By Jeff Mellott
Posted 2008-07-07  

http://www.dailynews-record.com/news_details.php?AID=29703&CHID=1  

HARRISONBURG - With 9 percent of its population, Harrisonburg has the second highest percentage of foreign-born residents in Virginia, according to information analyzed by the University of Virginia's Weldon Cooper Center for Public Policy.

Only the metropolitan area of Washington, Arlington and Alexandria, with 20 percent, is higher, according to the report based on 2006 U.S. Census information.

Following Harrisonburg are Charlottesville, Richmond, Virginia Beach and Winchester, all of which have 6 percent of their population foreign-born, the report said.

City Services

Harrisonburg's foreign-born population is reflected in the school system's enrollment and those seeking social services, according to school and government officials.

The city's school system is tops in the state in the percentage of students who need instruction to learn English, said Schools Superintendent Donald Ford. The percentage hovered at about 40 percent during the 2007-08 school year, which ended last month.

Half of the students in the English as a Second Language, or ESL, program came to Harrisonburg from somewhere else in the United States, according to the city schools' Web site.

Of those coming directly from another country, Mexico led the group with 12 percent, with the Central American nation of Honduras at 5 percent. Puerto Rico, a U.S. territory listed separately, also is at 5 percent.

The vast majority of ESL students in Harrisonburg City schools speak Spanish as their native tongue, said Wanda Hamilton, director of the city schools' ESL program.

About 70 percent of the students in the ESL program are Hispanic.

Sixty-five percent of students in the program are U.S. citizens because they were born in this country, Hamilton said.

In 2007, about 30 percent of people seeking assistance from the Rockingham County Social Services Department, which serves the city, did not speak English, said executive director Donald Driver.

At that time, about 10 percent of the residents of Rockingham County seeking services did not speak English, he said, for an overall impact of about 20 percent.

Hispanics

According to Weldon Cooper, 40 percent of the foreign-born residents in Virginia are Asian and 36 percent are Hispanic. Hispanics consisted of 13 percent of the city's population in 2006, Weldon Cooper said.

The Hispanic population has tripled in the state from 152,000 in 1990 to 460,000 in 2006. The number includes 188,000 Hispanic immigrants, up 56,000 from 132,000 in the 2000 U.S. Census, Weldon Cooper reported.

Across the state in 2006, 41 percent of Hispanics "did not speak English very well." Overall, 25 percent of all foreign-born residents were "linguistically isolated," Weldon Cooper said.

Foreign-Born

Overall, 10 percent of the state's residents as of 2006 were foreign born, according to Weldon Cooper.

At the time, the top five countries of birth for Virginia's foreign-born were El Salvador, Mexico, Korea, Philippines and India, according to the center's analysis.

Weldon Cooper noted that 43 percent of the foreign-born in Virginia have become United States citizens through the naturalization process.

Naturalized citizens have more household income and education than not only non-citizens, but also those who are citizens by virtue of being born here, according to a statement released by Weldon Cooper.

"Understanding the diversity and strengths of Virginia's foreign-born population is essential to tapping their abilities to contribute to Virginia's future," said Qian Cai, director of the Cooper Center's Demographics and Workforce section.

The profiles, potential and needs of foreign-born Virginians are changing, she said.

"Thorough understanding of these trends, combined with careful planning and sound public policy," she added, "will help Virginia meet their needs and benefit from their contributions."

Contact Jeff Mellott at 574-6290 or jmellott@dnronline.com 
