Va. Minorities More Likely To Be Uninsured
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The group Health Care for America Now released a study this month that show an inequity in the health care people who are racial minorities and/or women have when compared to their white and/or male counterparts. 

The following are some of the statistics included in the report: 

* Thirty-one percent of Latina women in Virginia receive no prenatal care, compared to 21 percent of African American women and 10 percent of white women. 

* The infant mortality rate — the number of deaths per 1,000 live births — is 13.7 for African Americans, 6 for whites and 5.2 for Latinos in Virginia. 

* The annual AIDS case rate (per 100,000 people) is 3.8 percent for whites, 30.9 for African Americans and 18.5 for Latinos in Virginia. 

* About 12 percent of whites, 17 percent of African Americans and 45 percent of Latinos lack health insurance in Virginia. In the United States in general, about 12.1 of whites, 20.4 percent of African Americans and 33.5 percent of Latinos lack health insurance. 

* In Virginia, about 14.7 percent of all women go without health insurance, compared to 17.7 percent nationwide. The numbers for black women are also slightly lower in Virginia, where about 20.7 percent go without health insurance, compared to 22.5 percent nationwide. The percentage of uninsured Latina women is much higher in Virginia, about 42.5 percent, when compared to the national figure of 37.3 percent. 

